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Constantine, who is better known under his name of
Cyril, who had been long employed in the conversion
of the Khazars, on the north shore of the Euxine, was
now sent by the Empress Theodora to complete the
conversion of the people. Cyril spent some time in the
country, and then passed on to the spiritual conquest of
Moravia.

But the King of Bulgaria, either from the ardent
interest which his new religion had awakened in his
inind, or with political objects, aspired to enter into
relations with Western Christendom. The fame of the
Pope, and his acknowledged supremacy in the West,
as well as his claim to be the successor of St. Peter, the
vicar of Christ throughout the world, had reached the
fervent proselyte. The brother of the King appeared
in Koine to request the advice of the Pope on matters
which perplexed the yet uninstructed faith of the bar-
barous nation. The contempt and hatred of the Bul-
garians for the Greeks may have led them to suspect
the purity of faith derived from that quarter. The
quarrel for the See of Constantinople between Ignatius
and Photius was at its height: and this suspicion may
have been deepened by the well-timed or accidental
visits of Latin missionaries. Hence the Bulgarians may
have determined to have their Christianity from the
highest authority.

The 106 questions submitted to the Pope by the King
of Bulgaria, embrace every point of ecclesiastical dis-
cipline, of ceremonial observance, and of manners.

The Pope was Nicolas L, a prelate, whose name
might well have spread into the remotest regions, with
all the awfulness which belonged to a supreme pontiff.
Nicolas replied to these questions in a tone mild,
Christian, and parental, except towards apostates to